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QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“We're not fighting a Viet Cong, which has
principlesand popular support. We are fighting
Saddam loyalists. ... They know they are fighting
for alosing battle. The whole Iraqgi populationis
against them.”

Ghaz Al-Yawar,
President of thelnterim
Government of Iraq



Editorial

he tsunami that hit South Asian

countries last month was are-
minder of just how devastating a
natural disaster can be. All those
watching the news of destruction
and the mounting death toll were |
horrified, and our deepest sympa-
thy goes to all those who were af-
fected.

International humanitarian and aid organizations moved
quickly to provide assistance to those in need, and many coun-
tries deployed military forces to provide immediate assistance
until long-term aid arrived.

Thetsunami showed no regard for ethnic or religious group-
ings, and neither for lines between areas of existing conflict.

Indonesia was the closest country to the tsunami, and suf-
fered the greatest loss of life. There was considerable damage to
the Province of Aceh, which hasbeen in the midst of aconflict as
membersof the GAM (Free Aceh Movement) pursuetheir aim of
achieving greater autonomy from the government of Indonesia.
The Indonesian government has accused GAM of carrying out
actsof terrorism to achieveitsaim.

The tsunami struck the south and east coasts of Sri Lanka
Inthe north and east of Sri Lanka, the government has been faced
by the LTTE (Tamil Tigers) who have been seeking to establish a
separate state for the Tamils of Sri Lanka. The Tamil Tigers have
also been accused of using terror tacticsin their civil war.

In both of these countries, the communities of opposing
sidesin anti-government conflicts have been affected equally by
the tsunami. Faced with such destruction, it is heartwarming to
see that people have looked to help each other regardless of
ethnic, religious and political backgrounds.

An unexpected byproduct of the disaster has been some
signs of athawing between opposing sides. There are plansfor a
top-level delegation from Indonesiato meet in Finland with |ead-
ers of the Free Aceh Movement. This would be the first such
meeting for nearly two years. In Sri Lankathere have been wel-
come signs of reconciliation made in statements by the govern-
ment of Sri Lankaand the Tamil Tigers.

While it is too early to predict the success of these initial
attempts at reconciliation, it does show that unexpected events
sometimes have unexpected benefits.

Neville Reilly
Brigadier-General, New Zealand
Chairman, Public Awareness Working Group

New Trainers for Iraqi
- Troops -

RATISLAVA — The Slovak government approved a plan to
extend itsmission in Iraq to training police officers and sol-
diers, Defence Minister Jurgj Liskasaid.

Slovakia, which is currently involved in demining opera-
tionsin lrag, isto start training Iragi troops and police officers,
sending two instructors to the country — although the plans are
till subject to parliamentary approval, Liskasaid.

Bratislava has also proposed that Iragi personnel could be
offered training in Slovakia, but Iragi authorities have yet to re-
spond, he added. If approved by parliament, the soldiers would
leave for Iraq before the end of February. Slovakia currently has
104 soldiers stationed in Iraq as part of the US-led multinational
forces in this country.

In Junethree Slovak soldierswerekilled while carrying out
demining operations south of Baghdad.=

K Collection of WeaponsIER
Goes On Apace in Afghanistan

ormer fightersin Afghanistan are continuing to turn in their
weapons at a “high rate,” a spokesman for the United Na-
tions mission in the country (UNAMA) said today.

Over 34,000 military personnel have so far laid down their
arms, Ariane Quentier told reportersin Kabul. More than 8,100
working or repairable heavy weapons have been collected and
placed in secure compounds.

While the UN is able to document everything collected,
“what isless precise and changing, is the final number of heavy
weaponsin the country, aswe keep finding more heavy weapons,
and wearefar beyond theinitial estimatesthat wereinitially given
by the Ministry of Defense when the collection exercise began,
an estimate slightly above 4,000 heavy weapons,” she said.

Meanwhile, in a development that bodes well for
Afghanistan’s gender equality — which was virtually non-exis-
tent during Taliban misrule— the Voi ce of Afghan Women radio
isslated to be re-launched next week.

According to Ms. Quentier, tough topics will be tackled.
“The 11 femalejournalists and technicianswho operate theradio
station will not only broadcast informative programs on health,
education, women'srights and family matters, but they will also
tackle sensitive cultural issues such asdivorce, forced marriages
and honor killings.”

The Voice of Afghan Women’s Association first launched
the radio station in March 2003 with the help of the UN Educa
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). But be-
cause the antenna was too small, the radio could only broadcast
to asmall areain Kabul. It eventually went off air in November
2003. Since then the German Devel opment Service hasprovided it
with a powerful new transmitter, which paved the way for the
anticipated re-broadcast. @
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OMC-A Honors Romanians
for DDR Work

Story and Photos by U.S. Army
Chief Warrant Officer

Steve K. Gerald,

Office of Military Cooperation -
Afghanistan

ABUL, Afghanistan - Chief,

Officeof Military Cooperation
- Afghanistan U.S. Air Force Maj.
Gen. Craig Weston honored severa
personnel for their efforts in turn-
ing weaponsfrom the Disarmament,
Demobilization and Reintegration
Program into serviceabl e equipment
for the Afghan National Army.

Weston presented Coalition

Military Training Center to receive
these weapons from the National

Supply Depot.

Ana’s technical skills and
knowledge of the largely Russian
weapons supply were critical tothe
weapons' transition process. I nter-
preters Kazimi and Wahidi, in addi-
tion to interpreting, assisted with
moving, inspecting and inventory-
ing the weapons.

Chief, Office of Military Cooperation — Afghanistan U.S. Air Force
Maj. Gen. Craig Weston, left, presents Coalition Coins of Excel-
lence to, from left to right, Romanian Chief Warrant Officer Gabriel
Ana and interpreters Mohammad Hamid Wahidi and Mohammad
Faisal Kazimi.

Through their combined ef-
forts, as aided by the United Na-
tions, the International Observers

Coins of Excellence to Romanian
Chief Warrant Officer Gabriel Anaandin-
terpreters Mohammad Faisal Kazimi and
Mohammad Hamid Wahidi.

The DDR Program, administered by
the Japanese-run Afghan New Beginnings
Program, disarmsAfghan militiaand pro-
vides job training to transition them into

alternative career fields.

In September 2004, OMC-A beganthe
process of refurbishing weapons received
through the DDR program at the ANBP com-
pound at Pol-e-Charkhie. Romanian support
of the program has enabled ANA soldiers
graduating from basic training at the Kabul

Group and the Afghan Ministry of
Defense, theANA hasreceived 3,250 ser-
viceable small, medium and heavy weap-
ons.

Transfer of theweaponsfrom armed
militiamen not only takesweapons off the
streets, it additionally saves the cost of
buying new weapons to equip the ANA. @

I = Romanian Kaleldosco_pe

Story and photos by

TF “Carpathians’ Hawks” PIO
Capt. Cristian Dan,
Romanian Army

AMP MITTICA, Irag— One of the

ost important tasks of the Multina-

tional Forces is to assure a secure envi-

ronment, in close cooperation with Iragi

Security Forces, for making possible a

step by step development of Iraq, sup-

porting thisway the country onitsway to
the normal status.

Beside the security matters, bring-
ing the situation back to normal, means

Working at full stretch.

for the MNF to support the local population
where they need. So the 812" IN Bn
“Carpathians Hawks’ CIMIC team verified

i, - | |
“Carpathians’ Hawks” CIMIC team’s representative with
local Iragi leaders.

the Al Fuhud water system. Based
on aCERPfundsthe project isnow
completed. It has solved the prob-
b lem of access to potable water for
hundreds of familiesin thecity cen-
treand Al Rasool quarter.

During the inauguration, the
local population have expressed
their satisfaction and thankstoward
MNF. They are very pleased to see
the interests of the MNF to solve

theirs day to day problems.@

[ ISah INTERNET connection of the

Youth Centre Computers Point (CERP
project) inauguration has shown usaside
of the future development desires of the
Iragi people. The worldwide accesstoin-
formation and communi cations now avail-
ablefor Al 19 ah peoplewasgood perceived
by local community.=

int mission with 197" US FA Bdecivil

fairsteam aiming the ddistribution of
3 tents executed on the 26" of DEC at
Hassan al Mushtaba school in Al
Fudhliya.

Dueto thefalling down of the class-
rooms ceiling, the students have been re-
moved to another school (3 km far away;
the access hasbeen done on themain com-
munication between Al Fudhliyaand Suq
ash Shuyukh, being very dangerous for
the children).

Thetents, provided by USArmy, will
be used as classrooms till a new school
will be build-up (project developed by 197"
FA USBdelocatedinTALLIL Base).=
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FOB Ripley to Kandahar Airfield.

U S s S
Staff Sgt. Vicki Wood, 68" Med. Co. crew chief, makes her patient, 12-
year-old Abudul Mulek, more comfortable during a Dec. 22 flight from

= \IEDEVAC:
Crews Stand

By to Save

this one was rela-
tively smple — the
patient had already
received the opera-
tion and was in
stable condition.
But the contribu-
tion they make to
Operation Endur-
ing Freedom is not
bound by severity
of the patients’
wounds, rather
their ability to save
thelivesof their fel-
low service mem-
bers and Afghans
dike.

Story and Photos
by Sgt. Monica R. Garreau,
17 Public Affairs Detachment

ANDAHARAIRFIELD, Afghani

K stan—MEDEVAC! MEDEVAC!

MEDEVAC! At the sound of

those three words over the radio, the tiny

operations center of the Kandahar Airfield

detachment of the 68th Medical Company
(Air Ambulance) springstolife.

The Soldiers of the on-call medical
evacuation crew grab their equipment and
rush out to their UH-60 Blackhawk heli-
copter. Each member of the four-man crew
completeshisfina pre-flight preparations
and, within minutes, they are off to evacu-
atetheir patient. “WhenweasMEDEVACs
get alerted, there's some kind of severe
trauma or life-threatening injury,” said
Staff Sgt. Lonnie Bennett, a68" Med. Co.
flight medic.

On this day in late December, the
missionisto transport 12-year-old Abudul
Mulek from Forward Operating Base
Ripley to the hospital at the MEDEVAC
detachment’shome base on Kandahar Air-
field in southern Afghanistan. Mulek suf-
fered from a severe case of appendicitis
and underwent surgery at FOB Ripley. He
was transferred to Kandahar for observa-
tion.

Although there is no such thing as
aroutinemissionfor theMEDEVAC crews,

“Our concern is to get out there and
help whoever it is,” said Sgt. Shawn Hurst,
68" Med. Co. operations sergeant. “It's a
matter of saving alife, regardless of who it
is.” No matter who they are saving, the reac-
tion of the crews is always the same. The
mindset of the MEDEVAC crews is very
steadfast, said Chief Warrant Officer Phil
Schantin, a68" Med. Co. pilot. “Everyone's
very much into themission. It’svery focused
what you'regoing todo,” hesaid. “Thefact
that whether they get medical care and live
or not is based on us.”

While the two pilots are at the con-
trols, giving the patient as smooth aride as
possible, the crew chief iswatching for en-
emy activity and anything that may hinder
the flight. Meanwhile, the sole medic
onboard isworking hard to save the patient.
“When it comesdown toit, the medics keep
them alive,” said Schantin. Sustaining the
life of a patient is an “adrenaline-rushing,
heart-pounding, what-if situation,” said
Bennett. “ It’sjust you back there, with your
nose to the grindstone, doing your best.”

Each Soldierin 68" Med. Co. hasadif-
ferent mission they consider most memo-
rable, but their recount of the event always
includes the joy of saving someone's life.
Staff Sgt. Josh Davis, a 68" Med. Co. crew
chief, described arecent mission wheretwo
U.S. Soldierslost their livesdueto an explo-
sion caused by an improvised explosive de-
vice. While the two died on the scene, two
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more sustained severe injuries, but held
on long enough for the MEDEVAC crew
to rescue them.

“That we could get them to the hos-
pital intimeto savetheir liveswasjust...
. If you get one mission like that during
onerotation, it makesit all worthit,” said
Davis. “It'sthe most meaningful job that
anybody can have, because we're saving
lives every day,” he said.

The flight medics always accom-
pany their patient into the hospital to pass
vital information on to the doctors. But
therest of the crews’ concern doesn’t stop
once the patient leaves the aircraft. The
pilotsand crew chiefs often pay avisit to
the patient to see how he is holding up
and to get asense of closure on their mis-
sion. One of these visits deeply moved
Schantin when hetalked to thefather of a
little boy whose life was saved, thanksto
the evacuation by his crew. “That was a
good feeling,” said Schantin. “You could
see (the appreciation) in hisface.”

A good day intheMEDEVACworld
isjudged by alack of missions, becauseit
usually means that no one in their area
sustained life-threatening injuries that
day. But they also realizethey are operat-
ing in acombat zone and there aren’t go-
ing to always be good days. Job satisfac-
tion must then come from their ability to
help those in need.

“It's a double-edged sword,” said
Schantin. “Your business is based on
people's misery, and the fact that we are
able to go out there and provide life-sav-
ing care to peopleisvery gratifying. But
if | never had to go anywhere because
nobody ever got hurt, I'd be happy with
that too.”

But Hurst summed it up best. “No
business is good business,” he said.&

HOMETOWNS

Capt. Robert Clemmer — Fort Worth, Texas.
CW2 Phil Schantin — Gaithersburg, Maryland.
Staff Sgt. Lonnie Bennett — Buckhannon,
West Virginia.

Staff Sgt. Josh Davis — Huntington Beach,
California.
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Ll French Intelligence School
4 Graduates First Afghan Cls

French Capt. Chris Le Bris assists a student during topography instruction.

They had nothing
but praise for their
students. “Our stu-
dentswerevery expe-
rienced,” said

Seguins.

.:_. W

“For morethan
50 percent of them,
intelligencewastheir
career and they were
graduates of the
Tashkent Intelli-
| gence School. About
49 percent of theoth-
erswere mujahadeen
who had learned in
| thefield.

“They were
hard workers and
thirsty to learn. This
was a new stage for
them, to learn and
| share experiences
with Western

Story by U.S. Army

Lt. Col. Susan H. Meisner,

Office of Military Cooperation — Afghanistan
Photos by Army Lt. Col. Susan Meisner
and Reserve Master Sgt. D. Keith Johnson

ABUL, Afghanistan — Twenty-

K three graduates of Afghanistan’s
first French-runintelli-

gence class have rejoined the

ranks and are ready to apply
their new skills.

A FrenchMobile Training
Team from the French Defense
Intelligence Agency deployed
to Kabul from November to De-
cember to compl ete the course
at the Command and General
Staff College. Under the aus-
pices of the Office of Military

torsGail Nelson and Craig Bal zer facilitated
the class, coordinating with the French Em-
bassy for the MTT s visit. Upon arriving in
Kabul, the French team arranged for tranda-
tions of lessons plans and handouts from
Frenchinto Dari.

people.”

“It wasdifficult to get themto share
information (at first),” said LeBris, “asthat
isnot the Russian way.” But during exer-
cises and breaks the group mingled, got
to know each other better and devel oped
good working relationships.

The course covered writing intelli-
gence memorandums and reports; coun-
terintelligenceissues; topography; thein-
telligence environment; operations intel-
ligence; intelligence processes; and tac-
tics.

_..-""'"‘ .

Afghan officers work on a map problem as
part of topography training.

Students pour over a map during topography
instruction, which was not part of the original
curriculum. To meet students’ needs,
instructors held the additional class the week
following course graduation.

Cooperation — Afghanistan, the
four-week course covered a vari-
ety of intelligence subjects.

Students attended classes in the
morning and worked at their Ministry of
Defense positions in the afternoon.

French Lt. Col. Thierry de
Seguins and Capt. Chris Le Bris
were in charge of training the 23
senior officersof the Chief of In-

OMC-A mentorsand MPRI contrac- | telligence of the General Staff.




GenKhalig, Chief of Intelligence of
the General Staff and aclassmember, also
reguested training on intelligence ethics.
Guest speakers additionally lectured on
civil military cooperation and publicinfor-
mation.

Thefinal exercisetested their knowl-
edgeat the strategic level. Instructors out-
lined aterrorist scenario in which students,
working inteams, had to writeacollection
plan and prepare documentation and bi-
ographies of key leaders in the subver-
sive movement. They had to react quickly
and decisively to the scenario, which re-
flected current events.

From left, French Capt. Chris Le Bris,
French Lt. Col. Thierry de Seguins and
Office of Military Cooperation - Afghanistan
MPRI contractor Craig Balzer met weekly to
discuss progress of the French Mobile
Training Team'’s first intelligence class. The
MTT, under the direction of OMC-A,
graduated its first intelligence students.

By all accounts, the final exercise
was a success. “ Some of the senior offic-
ersworked very well at thestrategiclevel,”
said de Seguins. “They had good reac-
tions to the scenario and acted quickly,”
said Le Bris. “We received high-quality
training here,” said Afghan Col. Haji
Zamai, chief, technical intelligence at the
Ministry of Defense.

“We studied security issues, short-
term issues and we |learned essential and
necessary thingsfor our daily work,” said
Afghan Col. Shoukatullah Jalal, Chief of
Order of Battleat the Ministry of Defense.
“We practiced the training as a practical
drill with the help of our French instruc-
tors,” said Jalal. “ They did everything we
needed for learning, and their kindness
made us stick to it and study hard.”

“Before,” said Zalmai, “We had
some deficienciesin knowledge and expe-
rience, but now we have received high-
quality training.” &

I3 Nations Back
— Trans-Afghan Corridor

| ' zbekistan, Afghanistan and Iran
joined forces this month to speed
up realization of a trans-Afghan
transportation corridor aimed at securing a

lucrative trade link between Asia and the
Gulf.

createacompleteail transit route between
Chinaand the Gulf.

Last year, Japan granted a$150 mil-
lion loan to Uzbekistan to help bring its
rail system to the border with Afghanistan

Visiting Ira-
nian and Afghan of -
ficials, after talks
with their Uzbek
counterparts, ap-
proved the creation
of an interstate co-
ordination council
on the road-build-
ing project, Uzbek

Government building of independent Uzbekistan.

by developing a
mountainous
110-km section of
track in southern
Uzbekistan.

Another
$150m railway
project in Af-
ghanistan to
connect  the

official said. Details of the scheme have yet
to be worked out.

“Thedocument signedin Tashkent will
serveasalegal basisto develop theinterna-
tional trans-Afghan transport corridor,”
I1khom Zakirov, Uzbek foreign office spokes-
person, said.

Theroad-building project isimportant
for Uzbekistan, a landlocked central Asian
nation, in its drive to reach Gulf seaports,
while Afghanistan wants to serve as atran-
sit country between Southeast Asia and the
Gulf. Iranfor its part isanxiousto boost trade
in the region.

The goal, agreed upon in 2003 at a
summit of the leaders of Afghanistan, Iran
and Uzbekistan, is to extend a road from
Uzbekistan southwards through Afghani-
stan to Iran’s Gulf Coast, possibly supple-
mented by arailway.

Uzbekistan has been pushing for the
construction of arail link eastward through
Kyrgyzstan and deep into Chinain order to

northern part of the country with
Uzbekistan'srail systemsiswaiting for US
approval and grant money, an official from
the Uzavtoyol (Uzbek auto roads) com-
pany, said.

“Once money to help build
Afghanistan’s infrastructure is granted,
our company will start construction of the
101km Termez-Hayraton-Mazari Sharif rail-
way,” he said, asking not to be named.

Fis

A 1 d fd i e <
Timur’'s Gate (along the road to Samarkand).

Uzbek construction teams have
been participating in war-torn
Afghanistan’s rebuilding, restoring
bridges and roads in the north. &

B A New Contingent in Multi-National
Division Central — South

AMPECHO, Irag— A 46-Solider con
ingent from the Republic of Armenia
joined Multi-National Division Central —
South.MNDCS commander Maj. Gen.
Andrzej Ekiert welcomedincoming soldiers.

They will become a part of the logis-

Coalition Bulletin

ticsbattalion located inthecity of Al-Hilla
Themain mission for the Armeniantroops
will be transportation and explosive ord-
nance disposal tasks.

Armenian troops are among 15 na-
tions contributing to the MNDCSin Iraqg.
&
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I =K1 Making the Grade — Afghans Compete
for Slots at Command and General Staff College

ers participated in
military training pro-
grams with other na-
tions over the course
of years of fighting.
Disarmament, Demo-
bilization and Reinte-
gration putswarlords
andtheir militiaforces
out of commission,
and into peaceful, al-
ternative jobs. En-
trance into the ANA

Marine Col. Laurent Baker, left and French Lt. Col. Jean Laronce discuss the merits
of a candidate.

is one option for

Story by U.S. Army

Lt. Col. Susan H. Meisner,
Office of Military
Cooperation - Afghanistan.
Photos by U.S. Army
Reserve Master

Sgt. D. Keith Johnson

ABUL, Afghanistan -
K Thefirst candidate of

the day wore desert
camouflage. He said he com-
pleted a six-month military
course in Afghanistan and
studied in Russiafor ayear. He
served as a battalion person-
nel officer for 10 years, and as
an 4 (logistics) officer for the
NorthernAlliance.

But this applicant for a
slot at the Afghan National
Army Command and General
Staff College had no docu-
ments to prove his schooling.
“They were lost in fighting,”
he said. His answers to prob-
ing questions about his per-
sonnel and logisticsexperience
were cursory at best. And
CGSC commander Col. Bahar
Salim and his deputy, Col.
Abdul Halim, did not select
him to take the competitive
exam that isthelast hurdle on
the road to staff school atten-
dance.

As Afghanistan works
torecover and rebuild after 25
yearsof fighting, the develop-
ing Afghan National Army

seeks to put the best and
brightest into uniform. It takes
yearsto develop staff officers-
the mgjorsand lieutenant colo-
nelswho serve on battalion, bri-
gade and corps staffs and fill
Ministry of Defense and Gen-
eral Staff positions. But the
army can't wait yearstofill its
staff positions.

“The Ministry of De-
fense G1 and G3 (personnel and
operations officers, respec-
tively) prepare alist of candi-
dates for the selection board to
interview,” said French Lt. Col.
Jean Laronce, commander of
the French contingent operat-
ing the school.

The ANA is a profes-
sional army. Soldierscomplete
arigorousbasic training course
under American supervision,
noncommissioned officers at-
tend aBritish-supervised train-
ing course, and staff officers
completethe French-run CGSC.

But where do these offic-
erscomefrom?

Many Afghanshavemili-
tary experience, having fought
on all sides during the Soviet
occupation-for the government
with the Russians; as
mujahadeen against the Sovi-
ets; and with the Northern Alli-
ance against the Taliban. Oth-

those who have the
“right stuff.”

“Wearelooking for offic-
erswith enough education, who
will beuseful for our country and
can bring positive job skills to
theANA,” said Salim. “ Officers
from the mujahadeen who can’t
read and write shouldn't join.”

officer’s experience,” said
U.S. Marine Col. Laurent
Baker, Director of the Defense
Operating Sector at OMC-A
and a selection board member.
(Trangdlators fluent in the Af-
ghan languages of Pashto and
Dari, aswell as French, Rus-
sian and English, round out
theteam.)

Where did the officer
go to school? Does he have
any documentation proving
his attendance? What units
did he serve with, and where
did they operate? Can he ar-
ticulate the specifics of his
profession, the “how-to” of
his trade?

Another factor the se-
lection board considers is
ethnicity, with a goal of en-

£

P
|

Afghan Col. Abdul Halim, deputy director, left, listens as Col. Bahar
Salim explains the qualities he seeks in his students.

The MOD prepares alist
of approximately 300 school
candidates. A comprehensive
written test follows the oral in-
terview process, which also in-
cludes a reading test. The Of-
fice of Military Cooperation -
Afghanistan, overall respon-
sible for building the Afghan
National Army, works in con-
junction with the French contin-
gent to ensure the school and
process are successful.

“We ask questions (at the
interview) that determine an

suring that the officer popu-
lation reflectsall of theethnic
groups in Afghanistan.

The second candidate
of the day wore green fa-
tigues. He carried hismilitary
school diplomas and a card
identifying him as a demobi-
lized militiafighter.

A former battery com-
mander, Baker and Laronce
grilled him on the types of
guns he commanded and how
he deployed them. He spoke



indetall about hiswartimeex-
perience. He passed the read-
ing test, and the board se-
lected him for the competitive
exam.

The board worked hard
to befair. Thereisno central-
ized military database to tap
for educational records. No
personnel center from which
to solicit an officer’sjob his-
tory. Lack of glasses pre-
vented the first candidate
from reading, until Halim
handed him his own reading
glasses. Without the paper or
electronic records readily
available in the West, candi-
dates hold dearly to aged cer-
tificatesthat areirreplaceable.

The board will select
approximately 90 candidates
to take the comprehensive
exam, and ultimately 60 offic-
erswill attend each class ses-
sion. Afghan instructors took
over teaching responsibilities
in November 2004, and will as-
sume staff roles and indepen-
dent command of the school
inApril 2005.

The 11-week training
course covers tactical skills;
military education and exams;
technical and staff skills; in-
ternational organization and
thelaw of war; physical train-
ing; basicsof the English lan-
guage; and computer skills.

Thismonth, theAfghan
National Army increased its
training capacity fromfour to
five kandaks-or battalions
(over 3,000 men)-at the Kabul
Military Training Center, home
of ANA basic training. With
over 19,000 soldiers in the
ANA, theArmy iswell onits
way to its planned 70,000
strength by 2007.

And the CGSC course
will continue graduating offic-
ers qualified to lead and ad-
minister to its needs.=

KBl Afghanistan Defense Sector
Progress in 2004

By British Ministry of Defense Official Richard Berthon,
Esquire, Order of the British Emprie,
Office of Military Cooperation - Afghanistan

Photos by U.S. Army Master
Sgt. D. Keith Johnson and
Sgt. 1%t Class Mack Davis

KABUL, Afghanistan—With
theend of 2004, it isappropriate
to review the past year’s
achievementsaswell asplanfor
the next. With that in mind, the
Office of Military Cooperation
— Afghanistan re-

President—the first in its his-
tory. Parliamentary electionsin
2005 will continue the momen-
tum of allowing the people of
Afghanistan to decide their fu-
ture through peaceful, demo-
cratic means. DDR successesin-
clude cantonment of 94 percent
of heavy weapons, and disarma-

responsibility. We now work
with an organization of ca-
pable decision-makers and
leaders. Staff now number
1,000. Planning structures are
now in place, andincludejoint
MOD-OMC-A review meet-
ings, Program Budget and Ad-
visory Committeesand aDe-

fense Council.
The result of joint ac-
tivity between the Ministry of
Defense and the

viewed the past
year’'s progress a a
recent Commander’s
Call for al OMC-A
members.

At the begin-
ning of 2004, Af-
ghanistan was enter-
ing a critical phase.
The Loya Jirga (or | s

Office of Military
Cooperation —Af-
ghanistan is a ca
pable Army—
small at present,
but highly effec-
tive. The actions
of this new Army
on the ground,
supported by the
MOD, have made

council) had just com-
pleted Afghanistan’s

during training exercises at the KMTC ranges.

possible all the
momentous and

new Congtitution. Timing of the
presidential election—and
whether or not the security en-
vironment would allow for afree
and fair election despite terror-
ist threats—was foremost on
the agenda.

ment of approximately 60 percent
of Afghan militiaforces. TheAf-
ghan National Army—under le-
gitimate civilian authority for the
firsttimein 25 years—isnow de-
ployed under Regional Com-
mands across the country.

The Disar- |
mament, Demobili-
zation and Reinte-
gration Programfor
Afghan militia to
stand down, turn
in their weapons
and take up new
professions, had

L - T

Basic trainees attend a Cover and Concealment class
at the Kabul Military Training Center.

just begun. Coalition forces
were concentrating on counter-
terrorism operations in the
south and east, and the Afghan
National Army’s Central Corps
wasjust taking shape. The Min-
istry of Defense had only its
first 22 staff members.

Progress has been noth-
ing short of momentous. Today,
Afghanistan has a newly inau-
gurated, democratically elected

historic changes that this
country has gone through in
2004. The ANA has been the
decisive difference between
2003 and 2004.

As stated by newly ap-
pointed Defense Minister
Abdul Raheem Wardak, “ The
Ministry of Defense and Af-
ghan National Army areat the
forefront of the process of
creating amodern, stable and
prosperous Afghanistan.
Throughout
Afghanistan’s

1| history, therole
of the army has
always been
critical in deter-
mining the
country’s fu-
ture.”

ANA soldiers stand at the ready during the Herat
Regional Command Center grand opening.

From those first 22 mem-
bers of the MOD, we have
achieved something that iscriti-
cal to the success of our mis-
sion — Afghan ownership and

Coalition Bulletin

And as
the army continues to
progress, further contributing
to security and stability, so
will the country continue to
progress. &
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13 Water and Schools

In accor-
dance with the
distribution of the
Multinational Bri-
gade Kabul
(MNBK) CIMIC
teams to the vari-
ous sectors, the
French senior mili-
tary representa-
tive (RepFrance)
hastransferred its
CIMIC responsi-
bility to the Finn-
ish CIMIC Tacti-
cal Support Team

Unveiling a pipe built by the engineer detachment in the Daneshmand village.

(TST) in order to

Story: Col. Garance Gascon
Photos: Warrant Officer
Jean-Raphaél Drahi

Translated from French by Lt. Col. Marc Henry

ivil-Military Cooperation (CIMIC)

action’'saimisto facilitate the mis

sion accomplished by armed forces
by maintaining the popul ation’ sfriendship.
Thisiswhat CIMIC in Afghanistan is all
about. Through a permanent and visible
presence of itsteamson thefield, and their
somewhat respectful contact with the Af-
ghan population, it supports the force by
winning the people’'s esteem. Its area of
operationislocated in Northern Kabul and
inthe Shamali plain, north of the capital.

The country as a whole still bears
the scarsfrom internecine devastating con-
flicts, but the French Battalion Areaof Re-
sponsibility (FrenchBat AOR) comprises
two very distinctiveareas. Thearealocated
on both sides of the “Horseshoe” route
(Nicknames are given to NATO logistic
routes—Auth.), the so-called “ Gardens of
Kabul”, representsthe granary of the capi-
tal city and has no water shortage because
it sitsright up against amountainside. Pre-
dominately Tadijik, this area stretches out
from the Shakadarato the Mir Bacha Kot
districts.

The area run across by the “Bottle”
route, on the other hand, ismostly Pashtun
dominated, was considerably destroyed
during the wars and is much poorer. It's
the Shamali plain. Districts 11, 15 and 17,
athough wealthy, have suffered morefrom
occupation and land theft and are also un-
der FrenchBat responsibility.

concentrate the
CIMIC effort onthe Shamali plain.

MIXED WORK

The FrenchBat AOR, in which each
district comprises around fifty villages, is
shared among the French TSTs. Today,
there is a great excitement in Daneshmand
city. The crowd only made up with men and
boys, gathers around the malek (Afghan
mayor), the RepFrance’s CIMI C adviser and
the TST#3 leader. A ribbon hangs above the
structure- a pipe to be more precise- built
above the river running across the village.
Themalek and the CIM I C adviser unvell the
project. Thisstructure hasadual function: it
will help to crossthe village without cutting
off theirrigation canal.

Among the men and children, green
berets of the French Foreign Legion thread
their way. They belong to the Engineer De-
tachment team in charge of the rehabilita-
tion of the road full of potholes leading to
the village, the famous Daneshmand trail.
Using bulldozersand engineer vehicles, they
completed their task by pouring
two concrete plates to form a
bridge and by fitting in a pipe.

The engineer team often
worksfor the benefit of theforce
andthe CIMIC teams: they lev-
elled land and repaired the |
Montbré trail leading to an ob- |
servation point. Therehabilita-
tion of the Daneshmand trail is
a classic CIMIC project inas-
much asit benefitsboth theforce

EEoRd
REBUILDING

Onemust not forget that the CIMIC
teams' mission consistsin facilitating the
ties between the French soldiers patrol-
ling in the FrenchBat AOR and the civil-
ian environment, i.e.: the NGOs, the popu-
lation, the malek, and sometimes the
mullah. In a country which was succes-
sively occupied by the Russians then the
Talibans, their action contributes to the
acceptance of the French army through-
out theterritory, without being perceived
as an occupation force.

Two types of operations allow ob-
taining such a result. In the short term,
the CIMIC operations are generally con-
ducted by the infantry company or the
search and investigation squadron. Medi-
cal consultations, free medicine distribu-
tion with the participation of the first-aid
post, free flock vaccination, distribution
of notebooks and pens, such specific
CIMIC operationsallow aquick reinforce-
ment of the sympathy for our soldiers. The
CIMIC actions come under the direct re-
sponsibility of the CIMIC detachment.
The CIMIC TSTs try to repair, little by
little, the enormous damage done by the
Taliban occupation. In Kalakan, awell was
dug. Farther, Obshakan has a school
again; another one is under construction
atAkharal.

All these projects, however mod-
est they may be, contribute to the enor-
mous pride the reserve and active person-
nel from the CIMIC detachment take in
participating in the reconstruction of the
country. Relief after relief, they also con-
tributeto aways providealittle more hope
for the Afghan people.=

Three French CIMIC teams take responsmlllty for around 50
villages each.

and the local population.
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- Operation IOLAUS Helps I+l

2 Establish UN in Southern Iraq

Prior to settmg out on a patrol the team gets a fmal brlefmg

the northern Kurdish
region, in the city of
Arbil. The detach-
mentswill grow toin-
cludemirrorimagesof
the larger HQs with
their own electoral,
humanitarian and po-
litical staffs.

Deployed
since October, Lt. Col.
Smith is effectively
the UNAMI “pres-
ence” in Basra. He
has established atem-

“The Maple Leaf”,
DND-CF Canada

adahasasenior CF
officer, assigned for
one year, as one of

three military advisors work-
ing directly for the UN Assis-
tance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI), Specia Represen-
tative of the Secretary General
(SRSG), Ambassador Ashraf
Jehangir Qazi from Pakistan.

Lt. Col. Alan Smith de-
ployed to Operation IOLAUS
in October and is working in
Basra, Iragq asthelead element
of afuture UN regional HQ for
Iraq’'slower southern area.

UNAMI is a political
mission, rather than peace-
keeping. Itsmandateisto sup-
port and advise the Indepen-
dent Electoral Commission of
Iraq on the process for hold-
ing elections, scheduled for
January 30, 2005.

UNAMI also promotes
Irag’snation-building by help-
ing to develop anational con-
stitution, civil and social ser-
vices, reconstruction, devel-
opment and humanitarian ser-
vices.

The key to success is
the activation of alarge group

of international specialists in
elections, humanitarian and po-
litical fields, working directly to

porary UN detach-
ment on the site of the US Em-
bassy in Basraand helped to co-
ordinate construction of the HQ

Lt. Col. Alan Smith is one of three military advisors working directly for
the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq. Deployed to Op IOLAUS in October, he
is working in Basra, Iraq as the lead element of a future UN Regional HQ

for Irag’s lower Southern Area.

support the interim govern-
ment’s effortsto re-build Iraqg.

Thevolatile security situ-
ation in Iraq has required most
of UNAMI’speopletowork from
HQsin Amman, Jordan and Ku-
wait. About 40, including the
SRSG and key election advisors,
are located in a former school-
house near the Iragi Ministry of
Defensein Baghdad. Three mili-
tary advisors have been instru-
mental in establishing the lead
elements of two UN regional
HQs. One is in the primarily
Shia’ a southern region, in the
city of Basra; and the other in

on anearby secure area-formerly
one of Hussein’s Palaces on the

bank of the Shatt d-Arab River
in southern Basra.

Part of the UN’s efforts
to promote Iragi industry will
beto contract with Basraarea
engineering firmsfor thereno-
vation of the buildings se-
lected for theregional HQ.

Oncethese HQs are es-
tablished, the UN will provide
an “inner security ring” with
peacekeeping troops. A Fijian
infantry company of 134 sol-
diers will provide inner ring
security in Baghdad and even-
tually, Basra.

Lt. Col. Smith’s activi-
tieshaveincluded assistingin
theatre familiarization for the
Fijian infantry company, now
located in Kuwait; and being
the UN’s “presence” in the
lower southern region.

So far, the last activity
has been the most interesting,
resulting in discussions with
Basra's Governing Council
and monitoring a returning
refugee transfer operation be-
tween Iran and Iraq.

The mission will cer-
tainly bean interesting one as
Iraq re-joinstheinternational
community withUNAMI’sas-

sistance.&

When travelling to any location Lt. Col. Alan Smith and his american
colleague, Capt. John Howard, have an armed escort. They are shown
with some of the escort troops from the British Cheshire Regiment.
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Bl NATO Snapshots

Extra Troops for Afghanistan

Turkey sends 1,600 soldiers
and Takes Control of ISAF Mission

urkey held a farewell ceremony on

Tuesday for 1,600 military personnel
whowill jointhe NATO-led I nternational
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Af-
ghanistan.

Turkey will take control of theforce
drawn from 33 countrieson Feb. 11 for six
months. Turkey previously led ISAF for

eight monthsin 2002.

“Terrorism creates the biggest threat
in Afghanistan. NATO has no alternatives,
but to succeed in operation in Afghanistan,”
Turkish Land Forces Commander Yasar
Buyukanit said at the ceremony in I stanbul,
according to semi-official Anatolia News
Agency.

“Turkish troops have been contribut-
ing to the world peace and security in vari-
ousregions of theworld, mainly Korea, Af-
ghanistan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo and
Somalia,” headded.

The 26-member NATO took control of
ISAFinAugust last year for the first peace-
keeping mission outside Europe sinceit was
established more than half a century ago.=

Spain Deploys
contingent of 97 Spanish troopsflew
to Afghanistan where they will take
part in tasks related to political stabiliza-
tionin the Central Asian country.

Themilitary personnel flew on board
aBoeing 707 Spanish Air force plane, which
took off from the Manises military base of
the Valencia province in eastern Spain.

The plane made astopover in Palma
of Mallorca, Spain and flew all theway to
Manas in Kyrgyzstan, from where the
troopswereflown by C-130 Herculestrans-
port planes to Kabul.

97 Personnel

The contingent will relieve agroup of
Spanish troops deployed in Afghanistan
sincelast October. Other military contingents
of the Iberian country landed in Afghan ter-
ritory later.

All of the Spanish personnel deployed
in Afghanistan are integrated in Spain’s
ASPFOR (Afghanistan Spanish Force) X
Force.

A military spokesman said the Span-
ish troops will help keep political order, as-
sistlocal population aswell astrain the new
Afghan National Army. @

B8 Estonia Extends, Expands
Peacekeeping Mission in Afghanistan

he Estonian parliament extended the

mission of Estonian peacekeepersin
Afghanistan for another 20 months and
increased the number of troops there to
25, the parliamentary press office said.

“The participation of Estonian
troops in the mission enables Estonia to
contribute to theinternational anti-terror-

ism fight and peacekeeping in Afghani-
stan,” Defence Minister Jaak Joeruut said.

Until recently 13 Estonian soldiers
served in the more than 7,000-strong
NATO-led International Security Assistance
Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. Estonian sol-
diers deployed in Afghanistan areinvolved
in mine-clearing operations. =
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- Azerbaijan Sends
20 Peacekeepers to
Afghanistan, Kosovo

wenty Azerbaijani peacekeepers | eft

for Afghanistan and Kosovo to re-
place soldiers whose mission in these
countries has completed.

40 Azerbaijan soldiers are serving
in Kosovo and 23 in Afghanistan. 97
Azerbaijani soldiersfulfillingtheir mission

within the peacekeeping contingent in Irag
were replaced on December 30 on arota-
tion basis.

Atotal of 150 Azerbaijan peacekeep-
ersareprotecting stability of religiousand
historical monumentsin Najaf, aswell as
Kirkuk and other cities of Irag, popul ated
mainly by ethnic Turkmen. @

I3 $120 Million to Hold
National Elections
in Afghanistan

fghanistan needs at least $120 mil-

lionfrominternational donorsto help
the country hold parliamentary and local
elections this year, said United Nations
envoy Jean Arnaullt.

The cost of the polls will increase
by $30 million if the estimated 3 million
Afghan refugees living in neighboring
Pakistan and Iran take part.

Karzai, 46, is consulting with the
heads of 50 political partiesandlocal com-
munity |eaders on appointing members of
an Independent Electoral Commission,
Arnault said.

As many as 400 district elections
have to be planned, voter lists drawn up
and a decision taken on the participation
of refugees, he said.@
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